Minutes for Parent Council Meeting on Tuesday 28th January 2025

Present: PC Meeting 28™ January 2025

Present: Pip Shiels, Amanda Blainey, Emma Fuller, Nicola Ihmig, Barbara MacDonald,
Kirsten Patience, Isla Veal, Megan Hicklin, Fenella Watson, Lyndsey Robertsen, Sara Shaw,
Laura Stewart, Sarah McNee

Apologies: none

1. Welcome and apologies

2. Approval of previous minutes approved.

3. Headteacher update:

UNCRC- Ready for Gold RRS (Right respecting school) Gold Award.
Question as to who will fund the application for Gold, so waiting to see the
outcome.

Library- Thank you to the ladies and children who helped set up the library. It
is now a working space with rugs, throws, scent and lights. Sarah’s McNee’s
parents will continue to share their time reading with the children. A poet
came in (P1 parent) and Megan Hicklin came in to read to the children. All
classes and staff are making use of the space. Also Emma Fuller hoping to
come in to do some work with the children. KP- getting helpers in to help the
school can be very challenging, so it’s really wonderful to have so much help,
thank you so much.

Scottish Week- Children have taken this challenge in a variety of creative
directions. Poetry competition was completed last week in a range of delivery
methods including i.e. podcasts, animations, speaking, recital. Three winners
have been chosen in P1-P3 and P4-P7. Well done all!

Health and Wellbeing Showcase- giving parents a 10 minutes overview and
then having the children share what they are doing in school with their
parents has had some really positive feedback from parents and children.

We are also keen to receive feedback and we’re keen to have any other
opportunities to have family learning in the school. Please do share any
ideas.

Wider experiences- Mrs Macdonald has taken the lead on this and now we
have a range of things including lunch time club- reading and coding. Coding
is run by experienced p7 students with teacher support. After school include
football and netball. We’ve had some success as netball team will have a
tournament next month to represent the school. Tennis after school will be
starting soon as will an athletics club (P1-3 and P4-7) will start up after Feb
holidays. To be confirmed, we are planning a STEM afterschool club to start
up soon. If parents are available to support lunch clubs even if for a short
time, please do get in touch. Other ideas to follow in the future. Looking to
develop other non sporting ideas to give a wide diversity. Pip: we appreciate
that sport activities does not suit all children’s interest so a range of options is
valuable to help kids with the spare time. A plea is for parent volunteers who
are around lunch time to put their name forward as a volunteer.

Question: can children walk home alone after after-school club? KP- it’s a bit
difficult when staff are concerned about sending children home in the dark,
however if permission is given (written) then we would follow this. This will get



easier as the nights are dark later in the day. Our party line though is to
encourage parents to pick children up, but this is on a child to child basis.
Question: does a parent need to be present for the after school club? No,
parents do not need to stay
o Q- Does a parent need to supervise during the afterschool club?
Parents are not required to be there.
o Pip- “Place to be showcase”, you are still able to sign up for this and it
starts again in March.

e P7 transition event is planned for 25" of February (P6 also invited)- to help
with the transition to secondary school. Planning to have conversations with
the High school. It’s an opportunity for students and parents to come along.

e Big Bedtime Read- nursery- children can take books home to read at home
with their parents. Aim to do this in P1 as well in the near future.

e Expressive Arts- lovely to see the approaches of the drama, music and art
seen in the children. All children can shine in different areas, and drama and
arts has taken a back step after covid, but now it's a greater part of the
curriculum.

e New profiles- ‘My world of work’- children are building a ‘profile’, more
information will be shared in August.

e Vision, Value & Aims- revisited by staff, children and parents. It was felt a
change was requires so we now have values success, teamwork, autonomy,
resilience and skills which are visualised as “Stars”. Children working on how
this new values will be launched. Look out for more information. Next step to
look how this will be built into the curriculum.

e Staffing — Mrs Raza has recently left, Mrs Walkinshaw will return post Feb
maternity leave, Mrs Mackriell and Miss Lewis will return in August.

4. Answers to questions from parents and carers

One parent says "I wonder if the school would think about a homework club once a
week? Unfortunately due to work | couldn't volunteer to help but | Wonder if there is
any government funding available to pay support staff if they were interested in
running one"

We are more than happy to look into this. I will discuss with staff and see if
anyone would like to facilitate a club. | think funding would be unlikely,
however, | will explore this too. We also understand the pressures parents and
carers are under regarding homework. If it is too much, we ask that you
prioritise reading/spelling, this positively it impacts all other areas of the
curriculum.

P1 was wondering about a snow clearing rota / standby team/ WhatsApp group (do
wonder if this can be extended to a "physical help group” for school versus just snow
group as it doesn't happen often. Parents were think it would be ideal of snow could
be cleared outside the school.

It’s so lovely to be in a community where people who volunteer to do this. We
would not be able to recommend this, or be part of organising any rota, as any
injuries sustained would then become a WLC issue. However, we appreciate
the sentiment of our community. We have advised only to clear the exists and
entry and we have no control outside the school grounds. We have been told it
is the councils job and their priority is the roads. If parents want to clear the



snow from the pavement of the school, that’s great but the school cannot be
responsible or be involved in anyway.

5. Parents expressed concern about the current absence of a lollipop person and how
dangerous it is, compounded by the Simply Play bus parking on the yellow zigzags
and therefore making it very difficult to see oncoming traffic.

We understand your concerns, and share them. Unfortunately, we are no
further forward with this and Donna remains absent. Staff/parents cannot
support with the highlight vest/ lollipop stick as it creates issues with liability
as we’re not trained. Our staff will continue to support children to cross the
road safely, whenever it is possible, but this can't be relied upon by parents
and carers. We will also discuss safe parking with Simply Play, and any other
member of the community we see parking dangerously.

6. We have another raising the issue of footballs in the front playground at pick up
again.
We are aware of this and have again asked the children not to play football in
the front playground at any time. A group call will go out with a reminder to
parents about this.

7. Budget- Funding budget is looking healthy. This includes money reserved for school
trips etc. We have £1466 as a buffer non allocated amount. These are the funds we
can dip into for things life the afterschool funds for instance.

8. PSA update- We've focused on fundraising this past term- We had a school disco
and Xmas fair which went well. Thank you to all who participated and volunteered.
KTDT kindly gave a financial donation to cover the running cost. Special thanks to
lan (Festivals stores) and Potter Around who donated prizes. Thank you to all who
I’'ve missed. Children decorated Xmas cards were arranged for the Xmas period-
thank you to all who were involved. Thank you to all who have used the ASDA link to
raise money- over £300 have been raised so far. Even without shopping at Asda, by
joining you will raise £1 for the school. March we have planned a Bingo and Bellinis
event for parents and carers. Money has been spent on £500 for the bus to the
pantomime and to help nursey had a magician at Xmas time. A retirement gift was
arranged for Mrs Walkinshaw. She passes on her thanks. School uniform sale at
parent consultation meeting and school assemblies. Thank you to all involved in
organising. Please all continue to drop off clothing (with logo) for selling. Looking for
more ideas! While we can’t promise that we can do everything we would love more
ideas. Our email is Kirknewtonpspsa@gmail.com for sharing any ideas or contacting
us, otherwise please speak to the class reps. Looking for more volunteers especially
for parents/cares in the younger school years or nursery.

9. Subgroups updates:

e Equity group- Neurodiversity and equity work going on including work for
neurodiversity celebration week. Scott Newsom will also be coming to speak
about his experience in the school assembly as someone with autism.
Planning to put information on the school website to help support for parents
and carers. There is a support group for parents with children with support
needs— 7:30pm, Thursday at the Green Room. Details are on the website.
Come along if you would like a bit of a chat with parents who have been there
and walked that path.
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UNCRC- see above
Library-- see above

10. Wee updates:

Passion Projects — opportunity for students to change/develop an aspect of
their school. They have come up with ideas by themselves. This gives
children an opportunity to identity and work on developing change.

My Primary — about children developing a passion or a new a skill set. This
includes ideas from last year as well as new ideas.

o Q- can parents receive a heads up so they can discuss it with their
children so they can have a discussion with children before they sign
up.

P7 Residential- We have looked at various options and we are planning a
different location Dalguise and have begun to organise a payment plan for
parents. It will occur just before the September weekend for 4 days. Itis
generally around £300 and it is not always in the same place, as we will also
look for the best value.

11. Dates to remember this term- please see the website for further details.—These
include class assemblies, P6 and 97 transition dates coming up, and class photos.
Q- As P6 didn’t get to go due to Covid, is there a way that they could have this
opportunity? KP will look into this as unsure as to how this happened. It might be due
to missing out as ‘first come, first served’ to get a place for the school children.

12. AOCB - including “Placing in Schools Committee” (If children don’t get a place in
their chosen committee then the council will review it). They are looking for a parent
who would like to sit on this committee. Please contact Pip if you're interested.

13. Next Parent Council meeting: Thursday 27th March at 8pm.

14. AOB

Comment: Thanks to Miss Morgan. Much appreciated the children story about the
story about the wind. This was really helpful to the children so they did not worry
about the storm.

Q- The children would like to know why they are not allowed on the field and when
this might change?

KP- the issue is the field being churned up with mud which is then marked through
the school. The indoor school policy isn’t working well enough to keep the floors
clean. The cleaners are only doing a minimal clean and not a deep clean in the
summer (like they used to) and cannot manage the mud that occurs in the winter.
Discussion around splitting the children and bringing the children half of them around
the front which has staffing implications and children don’t want to be split. The one
that works now is not going on the pitch. Instead we’ve not opened up the art so
children can do arts and crafts in the shed. Two new basketball hoops have been
ordered to allow children to have something else to do other then play in the field.

Next parent teacher meeting is planned for:

Thursday 27" of March 8pm 2025



