Kirknewton Primary School

Sharing Our Learning

Why we Share our Learning

A vast amount of research shows that one of the
ways to increase achievement for children is to
have engagement from home in the child’s
learning.

Where there is a shared understanding between
pupils and home that learning is important, pupils
do better and achieve more academically.

Sharing learning regularly gives families a shared
vocabulary for discussing learning and an accurate
and up to date understanding of their child’s
progress. This helps families to engage better with

their child and move beyond the familiar exchange:

Parent: How was school today?
Child: Fine
Who can Share Learning?

We are keen for families at home to be as involved
as possible so anyone from your home network
who is interested in engaging with your child’s
learning is welcome eg. Parent/carer, grandparent,
aunt or uncle. Your child is learning all the time, at

home, when playing with their friends, on holiday
as well as during school time.

How Will we Share Learning?

At the upcoming Parent Consultation evenings, you
will have your 10 minute appointment with your
child’s teacher. We would strongly encourage your
child to attend this appointment with you as this
will help with the follow-up Learning Conversation.
At the Parent Consultation, you will be given your
child’s jotters which you can take with you.

Following the consultation, you will be allocated a
room where you and your child will be able to look
through the jotters and set a target for your child
within Literacy, Numeracy/Maths and Health &
Wellbeing. These should be written down on the
Target Setting sheets which will be provided and

put back into the bag containing your child’s jotters.

There will be staff on hand to help facilitate these
learning conversations as well as example targets
and prompt questions to support your discussion.

Encourage, Support & Motivate

Looking through your child’s work together and
talking about what they have achieved is a great
opportunity to support pupils to be proud of what
they have achieved and to encourage them to keep
trying to do their best.

Praise is a good thing — but too much praise for not
enough effort can impact on children by taking
away their motivation to improve. Encourage, but
also suggest areas where they need to improve. In
Kirknewton Primary School, we use a Tickled Pink

and Green for Growth approach; we highlight areas
of strength in pink and use green to illustrate the
areas where your child can improve. This should
help your child to understand their next steps in
learning.

Looking at Current Learning Together

When looking through the current learning ask
guestions to gain an understanding of what your
child is learning i.e.

e What were you learning here?
e How easy/difficult did you find this?
e Did you enjoy this? Why/Why not?

Target Setting Next Steps Together

We would like you to help your child to set
themselves a target in the areas of Literacy,
Numeracy/Maths and Health & Wellbeing. For your
information, we have provided a slide on the board
of each class which breaks down the skills in each of
those curricular areas.

This can be about anything you have discussed and
should be an achievable target which is very clear.
For example:

e Instead of wring “Improve my handwriting”
it would be better to say “All letters in my
writing will sit on the line by next month.”

e Instead of “Try harder” you might agree a
target of “Write a longer story this week
than last week.”

¢ Instead of “Get better at Number Talks”
you might choose “Share my strategy in
Number Talk in my class this week”.



